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Sugya Introduction
Concepts that will be discussed in this series

G E Z E L  A K U M  A N D  G E N E I V A S  D A A S

The Torah delineates multiple prohibitions concerning 
the appropriation of property or funds that belong to 
someone else. These include geneivah, gezeilah, and lo 
sa’ashok (withholding wages from an employee), among 
others. However, some aspects of the prohibition of 
stealing are left somewhat ambiguous by the Torah. 
In this series of overviews, we will focus on two such 
aspects, namely, gezel akum and geneivas da’as. 

THE SEVERITY OF GEZEL AKUM

The Torah never specifies whether or not it is forbidden 
to steal from an Akum, and the Gemara records a 
dispute among Tanaim concerning this matter. What 
is the basis for each opinion, and why would stealing 
from an Akum be less severe than stealing from a 
Jew? What is the practical halacha? The first segment 
addresses these questions. 

The first segment also takes note that the prohibitions 
of geneivah and gezeilah differ somewhat. We will 
address the nature of these differences and explore 
whether, in light of them, there may be a distinction 
between the halachos of gezel akum and geneivas 
akum. Finally, the role kiddush Hashem and chillul 
Hashem in these matters will also be discussed. 

GEZEL AKUM AND KIDDUSHIN

The Rema in Hilchos Kiddushin writes that if someone 
is mekadesh a woman with a ring stolen from an akum, 
the kiddushin is valid. Because the Halacha follows the 

opinions that forbid gezel akum, the mefarshim struggle 
to understand this ruling of the Rema.  In the second 
segment, we discuss various explanations given by the 
Acharonim, and their practical ramifications in other 
areas of Halacha.

GENEIVAS DA’AS 

As with gezel Akum, the Torah does not state 
definitively whether geneivas da’as, loosely defined 
as misleading people for personal gain, is forbidden. 
The Gemara takes for granted that geneivas da’as is 
forbidden, but the parameters of the prohibition are 
unclear. This segment discusses whether geneivas 
da’as is classified as an issur de’oraisa, issur derabanan, 
or simply an unethical action from which one should 
refrain. In addition, some practical scenarios of 
potential geneivas da’as are discussed, such as where 
an employer portrays a job to a potential employee in 
a somewhat inaccurate manner. 

GENEIVAS DA’AS VS. GEZEILAH

In the final segment, we discuss geneivas da’as and 
gezeilah in the context of practical marketing. For 
example, does one who gives an old car being sold 
the appearance of a new one violate geneivas da’as or 
gezeilah, and what are the practical ramifications that 
result from this? What improvements may be made to 
merchandise to make it look better without it being a 
violation of geneivas da’as?
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My relative has an Amazon Prime 
account. Although I do not find it 
worthwhile to purchase my own account, 
I do occasionally order from Amazon. Is it 
permitted to use their Prime account to 
order and receive free shipping?

A supermarket looking to attract 
customers is selling certain 
items below the cost-price. 
The idea is to draw customers 
into the store, and they would 
then hopefully do the rest of 
their regular shopping there as 
well. Alternatively, he’d like to 
run a special event with free 
cotton candy or other nosh for 
children, which would obviously 
bring their parents in as well. 
Once the parents are there, 
they would likely also do their 
shopping in the store. Do either 
of these ideas pose a problem of 
geneivas da’as?

When engaging in online commerce, one often discovers price glitches where 
a mistake was clearly made in the price given online. For example, one may find 
a product or deal that is supposed to be worth $1,200 but is listed by mistake 
for $120. Is it permitted to take advantage of such a price glitch? Does it 
matter whether one finds it on one’s own or on a website dedicated to tracking 
such  occurrences?

An individual was making a wedding for 
one of his children in an out-of-town city. 
A good friend of his happened to be there 
on business and decided to attend the 
wedding. When the baal simcha spotted 
him, he said incredulously, “I can’t believe 
you traveled all the way here just for the 
wedding!” Must the friend correct his 
misconception?
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The Gemara in Bava Kama notes a machlokes Tannaim whether gezel akum is permitted or 
forbidden. It is notable that geneivas akum , the act of stealing from an Akum, seems to be 
undisputedly forbidden. In fact, the gemara takes for granted that even geneivas da’as of an Akum 
is forbidden. On the other hand, the lost object of an Akum is unequivocally permitted. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N

•	 What is the rationale of the opinion that permits gezel akum? Even non-Jews are 
forbidden  from  stealing?

•	 How do we differentiate between gezel akum and hafaka’as halva’ah, defaulting on a debt 
toward  an  akum?

•	 What category do damages fall under: is a Jew obligated to reimburse an akum for damages he or 
animals caused?

P O I N T S  T O  P O N D E R



8 P A R T  I  C A T E G O R I E S  O F  G E Z E L  A K U M

The Gemara derives from a passuk that theft from an Akum is prohibited. 
However, Tosafos cite a beraisa that holds Gezel Akum  is  permitted.

סוגיא דגזל עכו"ם
בבא קמא דף קיג. - קיג:, תד"ה שלא וד"ה יכול

יליף מקרא ד"וחישב עם קונהו" שגזל עכו"ם אסור מדאורייתא. אמנם בתוספות ציינו שיש ברייתא 
בב"מ קיא: שגזל עכו"ם מותר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כב בבא קמא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 236 



9

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כב בבא קמא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 237 

בריש הסוגיא שקיל וטרי הגמ' דאולי איסור זה רק בגר תושב, אבל למסקנת 
עכו"ם שאסור  גזל  בין  חילוק  מבואר שיש  עוד  בעכו"ם.  גם  האיסור  הגמ' 
להפקעת הלוואתו ואבידתו שמותרת. אמנם במקום חילול השם הכל אסור. 

ובתוספות מבואר שאף להטעותו מותר במקום שליכא חילול השם.

Although outright theft is prohibited according to our Gemara, hafka’as halva’ah 
– defaulting on a loan – is permitted. Likewise, a Jew who retrieves the lost object 
of an Akum need not return it. This would include money the Akum gave away in 
error. In the event of a potential chillul Hashem, all of the above is prohibited.
Tosafos prohibit deceiving an Akum to give away money or goods if it would cause 
a chillul Hashem, thereby inferring that it would otherwise be permitted.



10 P A R T  I  C A T E G O R I E S  O F  G E Z E L  A K U M

Further Iyun: Rav Elchonon Wasserman discusses the parameters of Gezel 
Akum and how it differs from standard Gezel.

ליתר עיון: קובץ שיעורים ב"ב אות נ"ה
בגדר איסור גזל עכו"ם לעומת גזל ישראל.

 

  

ליתר עיון
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Shulchan Aruch rules that theft from an Akum is prohibited. Rama cites two opinions 
whether one may purposely deceive an Akum into giving something away.
Be’er Hagolah strongly advises returning all money received from an Akum even if it 
would be halachically permitted to keep it. Conversely, one should not look to gain 
from  such schemes.

חילוק בין גזל למטעה
חו"מ סימן שמ"ח ס"ב, באה"ג סק"ה

גזל נכרי אסור. ורמ"א מביא שתי שיטות האם אסור להטעות גוי או רק שטעותו 
]שהיא כאבידה[ מותרת.

באר הגולה מזהיר להשיב אפילו טעות עכו"ם, וכ' שהנוהגים כן הצליחו.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כז חו"מ ט (רצא - שנח) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 264 



12 P A R T  I  C A T E G O R I E S  O F  G E Z E L  A K U M

Further Iyun: Rosh and Ramah cited in Shita Mekubetzes would seem to be 
the source of the two opinions cited by the Rama above.

ליתר עיון: שיטה מקובצת ב"ק דף קיג:
מותר  אם  הנ"ל  ברמ"א  שהובאו  השיטות  לב'  המקור  הם  בשיטה  שהובאו  דעות  שב'  נראה 

להטעות עכו"ם.

 

ליתר עיון
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Rambam prohibits stealing from an Akum, as well as withholding his property 
or wages. Kessef Mishne wonders how this reconciles with the rule of hafkaas 
halva’ah – defaulting on a loan – which is permitted? He answers that hafkaas 
halva’ah is only permitted where the Akum is unaware of what occurred.

רמב"ם גזילה פ"א ה"ב, וכס"מ שם
גזל עכו"ם וגם עשקו אסור. ומי שגזל או עשק את העכו"ם, חייב להחזירו. כס"מ תמה 
מאי שנא עושק מהפקעת הלוואה שמותרת? וחילק דהקפעת הלוא המותרת רק באופן 

שהגוי אינו יודע שמשקר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - יא (נזיקין) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס 57 



14 P A R T  I  C A T E G O R I E S  O F  G E Z E L  A K U M

Lechem Mishne understands the opinion of the Rambam to prohibit 
deceiving the Akum if he may realize the deception, as opposed to a 
situation where it wouldn’t be discovered.

רמב"ם גזילה פי"א ה"ד, ולח"מ שם 
בלח"מ מכריח לחלק בשיטת הרמב"ם דבמקום שהגוי יכיר שהטעהו אסור להטעותו, משא"כ 

באופן שלא יכיר מותר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   משנה תורה <מהדורה חדשה> - יא (נזיקין) משה בן מימון (רמב"ם) עמוד מס 82 



15

Rav Chaim Volozhiner differentiates between actively withholding wages or 
property, and simply evading repayment of a loan.

גדר הפקעת הלואה
שו"ת חוט המשולש להגר"ח מוולוז'ין, סי"ד )לח-א( ד"ה והנראה וכו'
חילק בין עושק חיובי מגוי שהוא אסור, ובין הפקעת הלוואתו המותרת.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   חוט המשולש חיים בן יצחק מוולוז'ין עמוד מס 94 



16 P A R T  I  C A T E G O R I E S  O F  G E Z E L  A K U M

Further Iyun: Ketzos Hachoshen discusses whether hafkaas 
halva’ah, the defaulting on a loan actually cancels the debt, or just 
defers its repayment in cases where the akum is unaware.

ליתר עיון: קצות החושן סימן קכח סק"ג 
ככתב לדחות דברי התומים שהמפקיע חוב עכו"ם נתבטל החוב לגמרי, אלא הוא רק פטור מ�ת

שלומין באופן שהעכו"ם אינו יודע מהחוב. פקע חובת העכו"ם מכל וכל, וחולק על התומים.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   קצות החושן - נתיבות המשפט <הוספות מכת"י> - ב הלר, אריה ליב בן יוסף הכהן - לורברבוים, יעקב בן יעקב משה עמוד מס 329 

ליתר עיון
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The Gemara is lenient specifically in a case of damage caused to an 
Akum, as opposed to theft. Tosafos seem to limit this to a case of Mamon 
Hamazik, where one’s possessions caused damage (as opposed to causing 
damage  in person).

דיני נזק לעכו"ם 
בבא קמא דף לח. תד"ה עמד 

ישראל שלא שמר שורו והזיק שורו של עכו"ם, פטור מלשלם. וחילקו בתוס' דהיינו רק לגבי 
ממונו שהזיק עכו"ם, משא"כ שאר מיני גזל. ]וכ"כ בנמו"י כאן וז"ל "דוקא לענין נזקין דסברא 

היא אבל שאר גזל אסור".[

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   תלמוד בבלי  <עוז והדר> - כב בבא קמא תלמוד בבלי עמוד מס 86 
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Rav Moshe zt”l guides a repentant thief to return all that he stole from non-
Jews, and repay things that have been expended.

תשובה למי שנכשל בגזל עכו"ם
אגרות משה חו"מ ח"א סימן פ"ח 

דין תשובה למי שגנב מגוי להחזיר אפילו מה שנאבד.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   אגרות משה - ד (חו"מ א, או"ח ב, אה"ע ב) פיינשטיין, משה בן דוד עמוד מס 154 
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Further Iyun: Shaar Mishpat discusses whether one may cancel his debt to 
an Akum if the Akum himself has a Jewish creditor.

ליתר עיון: שערה משפט סימן שמח סק"ב 
האם מותר להפקיע חוב כשהעכו"ם חייב לישראל אחר.

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שער משפט <מהדורה חדשה> - ב ישראל איסר בן זאב וולף עמוד מס 384 

ליתר עיון
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Further Iyun: Rama denigrates one who reports another Jew for cancelling his debt, 
stopping short of calling him a moser. Be’er Hagolah admonishes against those who take 
advantage of non-Jews by taking loans and the like without intent to repay.

ליתר עיון: רמ"א סימן שפ"ח סי"ב ובאה"ג שם 
בדין מי שמוסר ישראל שרוצה להפקיע חובת עכו"ם, כתב הרמ"א שרעה 
גדולה עשה אבל אין עליו דין מוסר, ואם לא גרם לו הפסד אחר או היזק 
פטור מלשלם. ובבאה"ג כתב להזהיר הקהלות מלהתנהג בהפקעות כאלו

הודפס ע"י תכנת אוצר החכמה   שלחן ערוך השלם <מהדורת פריעדמאן> - כח חו"מ י (שנט - תכז) קארו, יוסף בן אפרים עמוד מס 136 

ליתר עיון
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Rabbi Yosef Greenwald, Rav of Khal Dexter Park

INTRODUCTION 

The subject of gezel akum is a complex one in which we 
must not only determine the strict halacha of what is 
permitted and forbidden, but also what is ethically and 
morally right and wrong, even if the halacha may permit 
the action. In this overview, we will aim to provide the 
context for the various discussions and opinions on Gezel 
Akum, ta’us akum, and hafka’as halva’a.

THE TALMUDIC OPINIONS CONCERNING 
GEZEL AKUM

The Gemara (Bava Metzia 111b) indicates that the question 
of whether gezel akum is mutar or assur is a machlokes 
tana’im, without a definitive ruling. In Bava Kama (113a-
b) the Gemara discusses the issue in more detail. There 
as well, the Gemara first analyzes a baraisa that appears 
to portray the permissibility of gezel akum as a machlokes 
Tana’im. However, the Gemara in Bava Kama concludes 
definitively that gezel akum is assur (though Acharonim 
discuss whether the issur is a biblical or rabbinic one).

What is the rationale to suggest it would be permitted 
to steal from an Akum? Do those opinions in the Gemara 
believe that it would be permitted to rob a bank or 
maliciously destroy the property of an Akum? In addition, 
it is interesting to note that the Gemara cites the source 
for forbidding gezel akum (according to the opinions that 
it is forbidden) as being a pasuk concerning an eved ivri 
who is sold to an Akum. If the eved ivri wishes to stop 
his service in the middle, the Torah states “v’chishav im 
koneihu” (Vayikra 25:50), he must calculate how much 
money he owes to his owner for the work he does not do 
and compensate the owner accordingly. The Gemara thus 
states that since the eved ivri may not simply leave, this 
indicates that gezel akum is assur. Why does the Gemara 
not employ the regular pasuk of lo sigzol as the source for 
gezel akum? Apparently, the nature of the prohibition of 
gezel akum is different from the standard prohibition of 
geneivah or gezeilah.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GENEIVAH AND 
GEZEILAH

In order to better understand the basis for the machlokes, 
let us analyze the Rambam’s presentation of the categories 
of gezeilah and geneivah in Mishneh Torah and the slight 
nuances between them. 

The Rambam (Geneivah 1:1) writes that one who is “goneiv 
mamon mishaveh perutah v’maalah oveir al lo ta’aseh, 
shene’emar lo tignovu,” “One who steals money worth 
the value of a perutah or more thereby transgresses a 
negative prohibition, as it states, 'Do not steal.'" The Magid 
Mishneh explains that although the Rambam refers to a 
shaveh perutah, even one who steals a smaller amount has 
still violated the prohibition. This is similar to the concept 
of chatzi shiur regarding the consumption of a forbidden 
food, where even less than the minimum amount of a 
prohibition is still assur.

In contrast,the Rambam by Gezel (Gezeilah V’aveidah 1:1) 
writes that one who is “gozeil es chaveiro shaveh perutah 
oveir b’lo ta’aseh shene’emar lo tigzol,” “One who steals the 
value of a perutah from another transgresses a negative 
prohibition, as it states, 'Do not steal.'” In contrast to 
Hilchos Geneivah, where the Rambam mentions stealing 
a shaveh perutah “or more,” the Rambam here simply 
mentions stealing a shaveh perutah.

Another difference between the Rambam’s formulation 
concerning gezeilah and geneivah directly relates to our 
issue of stealing from an Akum. With regard to gezel, the 
Rambam states in a separate halacha (Gezeilah 1:2) that it 
is “assur ligzol kol shehu din torah, afilu goy oveid avodah 
zarah, assur ligzol,” "It is forbidden to steal any amount 
according to the Torah; even from an Akum who worships 
idols, it is forbidden to steal.” With regard to geneivah, 
though, the Rambam includes the prohibition of geneivah 
from an Akum in the original halacha, saying that the 
prohibition applies to an Akum as well. What is the reason 
for the difference in wording?

The Brisker Rav related in the name of his father R’ Chaim 
Soloveitchik that these differences can be explained 
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based upon an underlying distinction between geneivah 
and gezeilah. On the surface, the main difference is what 
Rashi writes in Parshas Mishpatim, that gezel is defined 
as stealing publicly, while geneivah is defined as stealing 
secretly. However, the Rambam is giving a deeper insight. 
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 60b) indicates clearly that gezel 
is a general term referring to any financial wrongdoing that 
the Torah does not condone. For example, withholding 
wages from an employee, although it is not actively 
stealing from him, is still referred to there as Gezel. 
Likewise, not returning interest that was received in a 
forbidden manner is also referred to as a form of gezel, 
as well as avoidably defaulting on a loan (though if one 
hired or borrowed initially with intent not to pay, it may 
qualify as actual geneivah). Thus, the term gezel appears 
to be used to define any case of financial wrongdoing that 
involves withholding the possessions of another, even if 
there was no specific act of theft.

Another example of gezeilah that does not necessarily 
constitute an act of stealing can be found in a Gemara 
in Bava Metzia (26). The Gemara discusses a case where 
Reuven sees Shimon drop an item (e.g. a bag of groceries) 
that has a siman and Shimon has not yet realized that he 
dropped it, so ye’ush (despair of the owner that he will 
retrieve it, rendering it ownerless) has not yet occurred. 
If Reuven picks up the item in order to acquire it for 
himself, he is considered a gazlan, since it still belongs 
to the original owner. But if Reuven picked up the item 
with intent to return it, but then decided to keep it for 
some reason (e.g., his yetzer hara convinced him to take it 
or it was too difficult to return) he violates the mitzva of 
hashavas aveida but not the issur of gezel since his initial 
intention was to return it. Thus, gezel would be defined as 
possessing an item in a financially inappropriate manner 
(such as picking up the lost object with intent to keep it), 
even if one does not steal directly from the owner.

Yet another example of this definition of gezeilah can 
be seen from the case of a mazik, one who damages. 
Although the obligation of compensation for causing 
damage is discussed in Bava Kama numerous times, it 
never directly discusses a specific prohibition against 

causing damage (such as causing a car accident through 
negligence). Rishonim offer numerous approaches for the 
basis of the prohibition to damage, one of which is that 
it is subsumed under the issur gezel (Rabbeinu Yonah). 
The reason for this is the same principle as above; any act 
that causes a financial loss, even if not actually defined as 
stealing, is considered gezel.

Geneivah, on the other hand, would be defined as the 
act of removing an item from the possession of another 
without permission.

Support for this definition of geneivah can be found in a 
different passage in the Gemara (Bava Kama 27a), which 
cites a tremendous chiddush in the name of Ben Bag Bag. 
According to Ben Bag Bag, one who secretly trespasses 
into the property of another at night to retake one’s own 
items that were stolen from him, violates the prohibition of 
geneivah. Why, though, would one be considered stealing 
when simply retrieving an object that belongs to him? 
The answer is that any act of thievery (such as entering 
someone else’s property to appropriate an object) is 
inherently defined as a ma’aseh issur, even if one is taking 
back his own possessions or money. Although the halacha 
may not be in accordance with Ben Bag Bag, his chiddush 
illustrates the point that geneivah can be defined as any 
act of thievery, irrespective of the loss to the victim.

Based upon these definitions, R’ Chaim explains that the 
Rambam writes that the issur geneivah applies to stealing 
“shaveh perutah v’ma’alah” because the focus is on the act 
of thievery. Regardless of how much is stolen, it is defined 
as one act of theft. In contrast, the Rambam formulates 
the issur gezeilah as stealing a “shaveh perutah” because 
the focus is upon the loss every shaveh perutah that one 
steals is considered a separate aveirah, since it causes an 
additional loss to the owner.

GENEIVAS AKUM VS. GEZEL AKUM

This principle also explains the difference between the 
Rambam’s depiction of gezel akum and geneivas akum. 
Chazal never entertained the notion that an act of thievery, 
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i.e., geneivah, is permitted, even from an Akum. It is always 
forbidden to rob a bank or similar act of theft, regardless 
of the identity of the victim. For this reason, the Rambam 
includes the prohibition of geneivas akum together with 
standard geneivah, since the issur is identical. However, 
the discussion in the Gemara and Rishonim with regard to 
gezel akum concerns whether the Torah is as sensitive to 
the financial loss of an Akum as it is to that of a Jew. Those 
who would permit gezel akum understand that the Torah 
is specifically concerned with preventing financial loss to 
a Jew, but we are not obligated to be as sensitive to the 
financial loss of an Akum.

According to the above, we can now understand the 
context of the discussion around Gezel Akum. No opinion is 
suggesting one may commit acts of thievery or aggression 
against the person or property of an Akum. The entire 
conversation of the Gemara in Bava Kama is referring to 
kinds of financial loss that do not involve direct stealing, 
which is included in the category of gezeilah. Even there, 
the Gemara concludes that it is prohibited. This issur, 
though, may not be on the same level of severity as the 
standard issur of geneivah or gezeilah, as evidenced from 
the Gemara’s source for forbidding gezel akum as being 
from eved ivri. This is why the Rambam in Hilchos Gezeilah 
adds a separate halacha (1:2) stating that gezeilah from an 
Akum is forbidden, because this prohibition, which applies 
to causing financial loss to an Akum, is distinct from the 
standard one of gezeilah, and has a less severe status. 
Indeed, the Shach (C.M. 359) cites the Yam shel Shlomo 
that gezel akum is only a derabbanan prohibition.

GEZEL AKUM VS. HAFAKA’AS HALVA’ASO

Another point that is more readily understandable based 
on this explanation is the distinction between gezel akum 
and hafka’as halva’aso. The Gemara in the same sugya in 
Bava Kama states that even if gezel akum is assur, hafka’as 
halva’aso, defaulting on a financial commitment to an Akum 
(e.g. not repaying a loan), is mutar. Likewise, the aveidah 
of an Akum need not be returned, as well as money he 
gave away in error. However, even this leniency is limited 
according to many Rishonim, who distinguish between a 
case where one actively tricked an Akum (Mateh Akum) as 
opposed to where one simply capitalized on a mistake that 
an Akum made (Ta'os Akum). In the former case, known as 
“hit’ahu,” benefiting financially from the action is assur and 
is defined as an act of gezel according to many opinions. 
For example, creating an online scheme where customers 
order and pay for an item with a credit card but never 
actually receive the item is included in this category and 
is forbidden. It is only when there is no act of impropriety 

on the part of the Jew, i.e.  ta’os akum, benefiting from his 
mistake, that would be permitted, as recorded in the Rema 
(C.M. 348:2). Thus, if the Akum erred and a Jew was not 
charged the amount of money that he should have paid, 
it is permitted for the Jew to keep the money since the 
mistake was made by the Akum alone.

CHILUL HASHEM AND THE MORAL 
IMPERATIVE

The Gemara makes another important point concerning 
the relevance of chilul Hashem to our discussion. The 
Gemara declares that although gezel akum is forbidden, 
it is permitted to keep the lost object of an Akum. The 
exception would be in a scenario where a chilul Hashem 
is created, in which case it is still assur. The formulation 
of the Gemara seems to indicate that the consideration of 
chilul Hashem transforms a permitted action into one of 
actual gezel. The Rambam also implies this when he states 
(Gezeilah 11:3) that it is permitted to keep the lost object 
of an Akum unless a chilul Hashem is involved, in which 
case it is assur.

What is defined as a case of chilul Hashem? Generally, 
if others are aware of one’s deception and techniques 
of duplicity, it is considered a case of chilul Hashem. In 
contrast, the cases in the Gemara where chilul Hashem is 
not present refer to where no one realizes that trickery is 
being utilized. In these cases, it is permitted.

Although as we have discussed, hafka’as halva’aso and 
benefiting from ta’us akum are permitted in cases where 
no chilul Hashem exists, one still needs to address whether 
it is appropriate to engage in such behavior. Clearly, the 
guidelines developed here are not black and white, and 
even when a particular action could be permitted, it may 
still be recommended to avoid it. The Be’er HaGolah (C.M. 
348) famously comments that many of the people who 
made their fortunes due to the financial mistakes of an 
Akum [even though they were technically permitted] did 
not merit to maintain their wealth. For these reasons, one 
must ask specific shailos when situations arise.

To watch the video or listen to the shiur given by the Dayan, visit: 
Yorucha.org 
Or signup to receive them via whatsapp:   732.232.1412
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	· Commercial Transactions

	· Loans, Custodianship, and Damages

	· Incapacitation and Executors

SUMMER 5786 (CONT)

	· The Laws of Duress – הלכות אונס ומודעה
	· Sales and Gifts Under Duress

	· Preemptive Declarations of Duress

	· Defining Duress

	· The Prohibition of Forced Sales

ELUL 5786

Inheritance –  הלכות ירושה
	· The Orders of Inheritance

	· Changing Beneficiaries

	· Laws, Customs, and Enactments

	· Wills and Testaments

Real Estate Track
	· General Real Estate

	· Bar Metzra

	· Acquisitions and Ani Hamehapech

	· Lo Sachmod

	· Brokerage

	· Landlord/Tenant

	· Zoning Laws

	· Rent Control and Evictions

	· Fix and Flip

	· Administrations and Boards

HealthCare Track
	· Shabbos and Yom Tov

	· The Kosher Kitchen and Lifnei Iver

	· Foodservice Arrangements

	· Partnerships and Ownership Structure

	· Ancillary Businesses 

	· Finance and Ribbis

	· Nursing and Housekeeping 

I N D U S T R Y - S P E C I F I C  T R A C K S

C O M I N G  S O O N

	· The Halachic Home; Eruv, Mezuza, Tevilas Keilim,  
 and Medication

	· Compliance and Fiduciary

	· Hiring and Poaching

	· Avodah Zara and Chukas Hagoyim Issues

	· End of Life and Other Medical Matters 

Finance and Ribbis Track
	· Introduction: Understanding Ribbis

	· Review of Ribbis Fundamentals

	· Ribbis Mukdemes - Ribbis Me’ucheres

	· Ribbis Devarim

	· Defining Ribbis: Gifts, Favors and 
Charitable  Donations 

	· Selling Conditional on Reversing the Sale

	· Using a Purchased Item When the Sale 
was  Reversed

	· Ribbis as a Knas: Fines & Penalties

	· Differentiating Between Expenses & Interest:  
Defining the Two

	· Ribbis with Non-Jews and Mumar

	· Corporate Lending & Borrowing

	· Ribbis in Partnerships

	· Ribbis in Contracts - Capital Calls and Late Fees

	· Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Non Jew's Loan

	· Arvus & Ribbis: Cosigning on a Ribbis Loan

	· Ribbis Responsibilities of Lawyers, Brokers,  
and Witnesses

	· Purchasing Tax Liens and Mortgage Bundles

	· Deal Syndication and the Real Estate Process from 
Negotiation to Closing

	· Credit Unions - Ownership in Ribbis Entities

	· Credit Unions: Paying Ribbis by Court Order

	· Hard Money Loans & Heter Iska - Kulo 
Pikadon;  Chatzi Milve

	· Heter Iska- The Approach of Reb Moshe Feinstein

	· Heter Iska Klali and Loans Specified to be Al Pi  
 Heter Iska

	· Foreign Currencies and Commodities: Se'ah Bese'ah 
in Today's Marketplace

	· Pesika: Deposits & Price Guarantees

	· Tarsha- Paying for Credit & Early Bird Specials

SPRING 5786

The Laws of Damages – הלכות נזיקין
	· Acts of Damage

	· Causative Damages

	· Fire Damage

	· The Laws of Bor

Neighbor Law – הלכות שכנים
	· Harmful Practices and Uses

	· Invasion of Privacy

	· Noise Disturbances and Foot Traffic

	· Easements and Shared Expenses

SUMMER 5786

Derived and Unsolicited Benefits  – דיני נהנה ויורד
	· Derived Benefits

	· Benefits without Cost

	· Unsolicited Benefits

	· Special Cases of Unsolicited Benefits 



As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real life 
scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, but, more 
important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize what 
defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of his profession; so, 
too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness the 
collective expertise of a team comprised 
of advanced talmidei chachamim, 
experienced, seasoned Dayanim, 
that are well versed in corporate 
practice and common business norms. 
Collaborating with a talented group of 
editors and writers, they have created 
a syllabus and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

The core curriculum is segmented in modules, and can be 
learned as an individual self paced; or, participants can join 
chaburos coordinated by the Bais HaVaad for those that desire 
group study. Page by page, step by step, the learning will be 
facilitated with a daily audio “Blatt shiur” guiding the participant 
through the sources as well as a weekly video shiur presented 
on each topic by Dayanim that will share fundamental and 
practical applications of the sugya covered.

Daily practical Q&A applications of the subject matter will be 
offered alongside through the Business Halacha Daily series.

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain the in-
depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum public’s 
adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business practices.



THE YORUCHA PROJECT IS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH THE GENEROSITY OF VISIONARY SUPPORTERS  
WHO HAVE RECOGNIZED THE TRANSFORMATIVE IMPACT IT WILL HAVE ON COMMUNITIES AND INDIVIDUALS. 

CONTACT YORUCHA AT BAIS HAVAAD TO LEARN HOW DEDICATING A PORTION CAN HELP THOUSANDS NATIONWIDE GAIN A 
WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF BUSINESS HALACHA, EMPOWERING ENTREPRENEURS TO NAVIGATE THEIR BUSINESS WITH CONFIDENCE.

Y O R U C H A  C O R P O R A T E  S P O N S O R S :

BY MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL NUDELL
 NY-718.514.7575: NJ-732.333.1854

monet@mbinderlaw.comR’ & MRS. YUDI HERTZBERG - MONSEY, NY

SPONSOR SPONSOR 
YORUCHA YORUCHA 

Fuel the growth of Yorucha
TO THOUSANDS WORLDWIDE!

  Yorucha Partner .........................................................................................................  $25,000

  Month of Yorucha .....................................................................................................  $18,000

  Ma’areh Mekomos Booklet ................................................................................ $10,000

  Yorucha Corporate Sponsorship .......................................................................  $5,000

  Ma’areh Mekomos Booklet Distribution .....................................................  $2,600

  Week of Yorucha ...................................................................................................... … $1,800

  Sarei Elef ............................................................................................................................. $1,000 

For sponsorship opportunities please contact the Yorucha office 

732.276.1344 ext. #302   |  yorucha@baishavaad.org    |  www.baishavaad.org/donations/support-yorucha/

Donations can be made payable and sent to:    Bais HaVaad Halacha Center 290 River Ave. Lakewood NJ 08701    |   501c3 Tax EIN# 26-3711474

Y O R U C H A  B E N E F A C T O R S

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Abramson - Los Angeles, CA

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Milstein - Lido Beach, NY

R’ & Mrs. Shimshon Bienstock - Los Angeles, CA

R’ & Mrs. Tzvi Rieder - Monsey, NY

R’ and Mrs. Nachum Augenbaum -  Far Rockaway, NY

Y O R U C H A  D O N O R S

R’ & Mrs. Chaim Gross - Lakewood, NJ

Rabbi & Mrs. Sindy Newman - Brooklyn, NY

Mr. & Mrs. Jared Fineman - Bala Cynwyd PA

Mr. & Mrs. Arial Sultain - Lido Beach, NY

R’ & Mrs. Leizer Rousman - Lakewood, NJ

R’ & Mrs. Shumy Reichman - Brooklyn, NY 

R’ & Mrs. Yossi Wexler -  Lido Beach, NY

R’ & Mrs. Yaakov Klein -  St. Louis, MO

Mr. & Mrs. Adam Kaplan - Chicago IL

R’ & Mrs. Saadia Zakarin –  Monsey, NY

Dr. Danny Zaghi -  Los Angeles, CA



YORUCHA CHABUROS

TO CREATE OR JOIN CHABURA CONTACT US 
  www.yorucha.org      888.485.VAAD(8223) #302      yorucha@baishavaad.org     732.232.1412 

ATLANTA
Cong. Anshi S'fard  
Rabbi Nachi Friedman

Netzach Isreal
Rabbi Chaim Freeman

BAL HARBOUR, FL
R' Yakov Tzvi Blejer
Rabbi Zelig Privalsky

The Sephardic Center
Rabbi Yair Massri

BALTIMORE
Khal Ahavas Yisroel 
Tzemach Tzedek
Rav Dovid Heber
Rav Mordechai 
Shuchatowitz
Rabbi Shaul Elchonon Sofer

Baltimore Community 
Kollel
Rabbi Ahron Muller

Mercaz Torah U'Tefillah 
Rabbi Shaul Edelman

BELLE HARBOR, NY
Congregation Bais Yehuda
R' Dovid Semel

BOSTON
Congregation Chai Odom
Rav Dovid Moskovitz

BROOKLYN
Bais Aharon (Felder's)
Rabbi Heshy Wolf 

Beis Hamedrash Of 
Flatbush
Rabbi Tzvi Yaakov Zolty
R' Moshe Arieff

Cong. Bnei Yosef
Rabbi Igal Carmi
Rabbi E. D. Miller

Flatbush Park Jewish 
Center
Rabbi Eli Moskovitz
Rabbi Yisroel Perelson 

MYRCB Minyan of Marine 
Park 
Rabbi Avrohom Meir 
Rosenbloom

Magen Avraham
Rabbi Eliezer Elbaz

Sha'are Zion
Rabbi Meir Boukris

CATSKILL REGION 
Tamarack Hills - Ellenville 
Rav Dovid Grossman

CHICAGO
Agudas Yisroel of 
West Rogers Park
Rabbi Moshe Scheinberg

Bais Medrash Mikor 
Hachaim
Rabbi Mordechai Raizman 

Shaarei Tzedek Mishkan 
Yair 
Rabbi Yishai Broner

Kollel Tiferes Yisrael
Rabbi Yitzchok Simcha

Khal Adas Bnei Yisroel
Rabbi Moshe Kaufman

CINCINNATI
Cincinnati Community 
Kollel
Rav Meir Minster

Congregation Zichron 
Eliezer 
Rabbi Weinrib 
Rabbi Mechael Soroka

CLEVELAND
Beis Doniel
Rabbi Dovid Aron Gross

Beis Eliyahu
Rabbi Avraham Bensoussan 
Rabbi Ahron Karr

DALLAS
Congregation Toras Chaim
Rabbi Yaakov Rich

DEAL
Shimi's Shul
Rabbi Avi Elbaz

Deal Shul
Rabbi Yosef Erani

DETROIT
Lakewood Kollel
Rabbi Boruch Miller
R' Eli Blumenkehl

FAR ROCKAWAY
Khal Zichron Moshe Dov
Rabbi Ahron Stein

Sulitzer Bais Medrash
Rabbi Avrohom Hartman

Cong Kneseth Isreal, 
(White Shul)
Rabbi Motti Neuburger
R' Ahron Richman

GATESHEAD, UK
Rabbi Dov Oppenheimer

GIBRALTAR
Massias Hall
Rabbi Rafi Bitan

JACKSON
Khal East Veterans 
Rabbi Baruch Issac

HOUSTON
Meyerland Minyan
Rabbi Menachem Bressler 
Rabbi Shea Lazenga

LAKEWOOD
Bais HaVaad
Rav Dovid Grossman

Bais Medrash Ohev Yisroel
Dayan Shmuel Honigwachs
Reb Shaya Ellinson

Bais Medrash of Chestnut
Rabbi Yosef Greenfeld 

Bitbean
Rabbi Aryeh Caplan
R' Ephraim Arnstein

Clearstream Chabura
Rabbi Yosef Fund
R' Yitzy Rosenbaum

Kehal Nachlas Yaakov 
Rabbi Mayer Boruch Turin 

Kehal Zichron Pinchos
Rabbi Avrohom Snyder

Kehilas Heartstone
Rabbi Zecharia Wiesenfeld
Rabbi Avrohom Ellman

Madison Executive
Offices
Rabbi Doniel Dombroff

Minyan Avreichim Sefaradi
Rav Ariel Ovadia

Ner Yisroel, Ridge Ave
Reb Shimshon Herz

The Shul at The Woods
Rabbi Chaim Yehoshua 
Schorr

Yeshiva Heichal Hatalmud
Rabbi Mordechai Horowitz 
Rabbi Zvi Basch

LAWRENCE
Greater Five Towns 
Chaburah (In Formation) 

Yeshiva Gedolah Ateres 
Yaakov
Rabbi Yisroel Gold

LINDEN
Bobov Linden
Rav Chaim Sender Twersky

LOS ANGELES
Bait Aaron Torah  Outreach 
Center
Rabbi Moshe Nourollah
R' Avraham Hirshberg 

Kollel of LA
Rabbi Zalmen Frager

Link Kollel
Rabbi Mordechai Lebhar
R' Danny Zaghi

LIDO BEACH
Lido Beach Synagogue
Reb Yakov Lowinger

MARGATE
Young Isreal of Margate NJ
Rabbi Yankey Orimland

MINNEAPOLIS
Minneapolis Kollel
Rabbi Maeier Kutoff
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

Yeshiva of Minneapolis 
Rabbi Binyomin Stoll 

MONSEY
Kollel Zichron Shneur
Rabbi Michoel Illes 

Congregation Torah Utfila
Rabbi Moshe Langer

Haverstraw Community 
Chabura
Rabbi Tzvi Rubin

Khal Chaye Avraham
Rav Yecheskel Spitzer
Rabbi Yehuda Russak

Khal Dexter Park
Rav Yosef Greenwald
R' Dov Greenberg

Cong. Knesses Yisroel 
Reb Shimon Marlin

NEW HAVEN 
Kollel of New Haven
Rabbi Menachem Prescott 

PASSAIC
Ahavas Israel
Rabbi Yehuda Kovacs

PHILADELPHIA
Young Israel of the Main 
Line
Rabbi Avraham Steinberg

Northeast Community 
Kollel
Rabbi Daniel Schon

Philadelphia Community 
Kollel
Rabbi Yosef Prupas
Rabbi Yaakov Baum

PROVIDENCE, RI
Sha'arei Tefillah
Rabbi Eliezer Marcus

QUEENS
Kollel Milhamta Shel Torah
Horav Eliezer Cohen

House of Torah
Rabbi Yosef Mosheyev
Rabbi Abo Zavulunov

RIVERDALE
Riverdale Kollel
Rabbi Yisroel Meir David 
Reb Yosef Ghermezian 
Rabbi Michoel Ghermezian

SAN FRANCISCO
San Francisco Chabura
Rabbi Dan Tobali

SOUTH BEND
Midwest Torah Center
R' Simon Springer

ST. LOUIS
St. Louis Chabura
Rabbi Eliyahu Chaim 
Goldstone 
Reb Yaakov Klein

STATEN ISLAND
Kehilas Niles
Rabbi Dovid Waldman

TORONTO
Kollel Ohel Yom Tov 
Rabbi Chesky Weiss

Kollel Toronto 
Rabbi Moshe Silver  
Rabbi Avrohom Goldner

THORNHILL
Ateres Mordechai 
Thornhill Kollel
Rabbi Yosef Rothbart

Kollel Ohr Yosef 
Rabbi Eli Kohananoo

WATERBURY
Yeshiva Ateres Shmuel
Rabbi Chaim Bernstein

WEST HEMPSTEAD
Beis Medrash of West 
Hempstead
Rabbi Dov Greer 

Young Israel of W. 
Hempstead
Reb David Felt
Reb Aaron Gershonowitz

WOODMERE
Aish Kodesh
Rabbi Yoni Levin 

Kehillas Bnai Hayeshivos
Rabbi Shmuel Witkin



As participants amass a broad and deep knowledge on an academic level directly from the source — coupled with real 
life scenarios presented by experienced Dayanim — they will acquire the clarity to determine not only what is a שאלה, 
but, more important - why. 

Only through עמלות בתורה — understanding the fundamentals of the subject — can one truly appreciate and internalize 
what defines right and wrong.

Similar to a sofer who, with his intensive knowledge of  hilchos safrus, is confident and secure in the propriety of 
his profession; so, too, businessmen will gain the peace of mind knowing with conviction that they ply their trade 
be’emunah uveyosher. 

This ambitious project will harness 
the collective expertise of a team 
comprised of advanced talmidei 
chachamim, experienced, seasoned 
Dayanim, that are well versed in 
corporate practice and common 
business norms. Collaborating with 
a talented group of editors and 
writers, they have created a syllabus 
and curriculum of study, with 
accompanying shiurim and personal 
guidance.

What How

Why

I N - D E P T H  B U S I N E S S  H A L A C H A  C U R R I C U L U M

M I S S I N  To facilitate and provide a framework for the frum businessman to gain 
the in-depth halachic knowledge he needs for contemporary business dealings. 

V I S I O N  Through increased knowledge and guidance,  Yorucha will elevate the frum 
public’s adherence to halacha as it pertains to choshen mishpat and standard business 

practices.

Baltimore  •  Belle Harbor  •  Boston   •  Brooklyn  •  Catskills  •  Chicago  •  Cincinnati  •  Cleveland  •  Dallas  •  Detroit  •  Fairlawn  •  Far Rockaway  Gateshead, UK  
Gibraltar • Houston •  Jackson  •  Lakewood  •  Lawrence  •  Los Angeles   •  Lido Beach  •  Linden •  Margate  •  Minneapolis  •  Monsey  • New Haven  •   Passaic 
Philadelphia  •  Providence  •  Queens  •  Riverdale   •  St. Louis  •  Staten Island  •  Thornhill  •  Toronto  •  Waterbury  •  W. Hempstead   •  Woodmere

C U R R E N T 

C H A B U R O S

  888.485.VAAD(8223) #302

   yorucha@baishavaad.org

   www.yorucha.org

JOIN THE  
YORUCHA INITIATIVE!

3 WAYS TO JOIN:

AS AN INDIVIDUAL
Join the global Yorucha chabura,  

learning new Business Halacha topics weekly!
Tap into the physical and digital resources via hard copies, web, 
and emailed content. Join in the week’s limud with the other 
lomdei  Yorucha.

Arrange study sessions with a Dayan, pair up with a chavrusa, and 
connect with Poskim from the Bais HaVaad for any questions you 
may have. Master Business Halacha in just three years!

AS A BUSINESS
Set up a Boardroom Bais Medrash in your business. Enjoy a 

customized learning experience using our intuitive  
digital platform for in-house peer-to-peer learning. 

Mincha Learning In just 5-20 minutes a day, before or after 
Mincha, learn short, practical, and insightful Business Halachos in 
collaboration with others in your business.

Lunch & Learn Add a weekly shiur for a deeper dive into the 
background of the halachos and their practical applications.

AS A COMMUNITY

Start a chabura. We will help you with the full process of getting 
a Choshen Mishpat chabura started in your shul. Structure your 
learning as per your preference - Shabbos, Sundays, or daily 
learning; arranged as a seder or a shiur. Elevate the limud hatorah 
and adherence to proper Business halacha in your community 
today. Visit Yorucha.org and click on start your own chabura.

Join an existing chabura. Search Yorucha.org to find a chabura  near 
you!

Set up or join a community or shul chabura




